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Ordered, 

That the Thanks of this Houſe be given to the 
Rev. Doctor Hind, for the Sermon by him preach- 
ed Yeſterday before this Houſe, at St. Margaret's 
Feftminſter, and that he be deſired to print the 
ſame; and that Mr. Ryder, and Mr. Bacon, do ac- 
quaint him therewith. 


T. TYRWHIT T, CI. Dom. Com, 


2 Cox. iii. 17th verſe, latter part. 
—I here the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 


HE whole Verſe runs thus—MVow the Lord 

is that Spirit, and where the Spirit of the 

Lord is, there is liberty. And the meaning 
of it may be this he Lord is the Giver ,of that 
Spirit; from Him receiv'd I my Commiſſion to 
publiſh his Spiritual Diſpenſation; and a Com- 
miſſion deriv'd from ſuch an Authority juſtifies my 
freedom and openneſs in the Diſcharge of it for 
where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 

But a Syſtem, thus favourable to the Miniſterial 
claims of the _—— may be thought perhaps to 
be equally unfavourable to the Liberty of the 
people. And the next Step will be to a Conclu- 
ſion, that where Liberty is not, there is not the 
Spirit of the Lord. Let us therefore give this 
point a little Attention, by an Enquiry into the Na- 
ture and Extent of Liberty in general ; or in other 
Words, how far Liberty, in any Senſe whatever, is 
affected by the Rules of the Goſpel. 

Liberty may be diſtinguiſh'd into Natural and 
Moral, Civil and Religious; or as reſpecting Man, 
either as he is a Natural or a Moral Agent; a 

B Member 


6 A SER MON Preached 


Member of a Civil Community, or of a Reli- 
gious Eftabliſhment 7 and the Nature and Limits 
of Chriſtian Liberty wou'd be ſufficiently aſcertain'd 
by our determining what Influence it hath upon 
Man, in each of thoſe Situations : But want of 
Time muſt, on this occaſion, confine me to the 
three farmer Heads of Enquiry. 


I. In re gard to the firſt of theſe, it is obvious 
that Chriſtianity can have made no alteration ; but 
muſt have left Men, as they were, and ever had been 
from the foundation of the World, in reſpect to 
their Natural Liberty. For Natural Liberty being 
nothing more than a Creatures power of acting or 
not acting, 1 in all inſtances that lie within the Sphere 
of it's Activity ; it follows, that all Men, at all al 
and indeed all Active Beings whatever, are in this 
reſpe& equally free, They may have different de- 
grees of Natural power, different Spheres; of Activi- 
ty; but their Liberty of acting or not acting with- 
in thoſe limits, will be equally perfect. Inability 
to act beyond them is implied in the very Terms: 
but this is no Impeachment of a Creature's Natural 
Liberty; unleſs we will ſay that a Being is not 
Free, becauſe it is not Omnipotent. This therefore 
is a Sort of Liberty, that admits of no difference of 
Degree —Incapable of diminution, as that wou'd 
deſtroy the very nature of the Subject, and introduce 
a Paſſive Neceſſity; incapable of increaſe, > becauſe 
as we cannot conceive in any Creature a Capacity of 
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leſs, ſo we cannot imagine in any a Capacity of 
more liberty, than that of acting or forbearing to act. 
It is a Sort of Liberty, which, tho' a neceſſary Con- 
dition of Moral Agency, 1s no formal part of it, 
There cannot be Moral Agency without Natural 
Freedom; but there may be Natural Freedom with- 
out Moral Agency. It is a Principle common to 
Man and the Brute—a merely animal power; not 
given in larger proportions, or confn'd to particular 
Characters; but equally to be found in the Good 
and the Vicious. And we may conclude therefore, 
that it is ſomething elſe than the Exiſtence of this 
invariable and uniform Principle, which is inſiſted 
on as a Goſpel-Privilege, as a Characteriſtick of tlie 
Spirit of God ; and that the Liberty of Nature is not 
what is meant by the Freedom of Grace. 


II. But the Natural Power is One thing; and the 


Uſe and Application of it is another. The Faculty 
may and muſt remain without Diminution or In- 
creaſe; but the Exerciſe and Application of it may 
be left at large, or reſtrain d. And it will be found 
upon Enquiry, that the Exiſtence and Perfection of 
true Moral Freedom is really the Conſequence of 
thoſe ſalutary Reſtraints that are laid upon Natural 


Liberty; and that the power which the Mind hath 


of acting contrary to thoſe Reſtraints is, in truth, a 
natural power of enſlaving itſelt. 39107 

Now, upon turning our thoughts inwards on our- 
ſelves, and reflecting upon the Frame and Conſtitu- 
| B 2 8 tion 
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tion of our Nature ; do we not find, had over and 
above this, and other merely Animal powers, we are 
poſſeſſed of the Su perior Faculties of Reaſon and 
Conſcience ; by which we perceive a difference in 
Actions, in themſelves and their Conſequences; and 
feel the oppoſite Senſations of Pleaſure or Pain, of 
Self- approbation or Remorſe, in reviewing our own 
Conduct? And what can this be, but the ſtill, awful 
Voice of God (and at our peril be it f if we hear it 
not) thus ſpeaking in us, that we are“ Moral 
Agents, creatures of a Complex Frame, having 
Paſſions, Liberty, and Reaſon; not as ſo many in- 
dependent Principles, but bearing certain Relations 
to each other. We have Paſſions, to impell; we 
have Liberty to obey, or reſiſt thoſe Impulſes, accord- 
ing as the Underſtanding ſhall pronounce the one or 
the other to be the reaſonable part. 

Human Nature is plainly a Syſtem ; in itſelf a re- 
gular, moral Syſtem ; the Reſult of different corre- 
ſponding parts, that in reſpect to each other are Su- 
preme and Subordinate, In every Civil Syſtem, 
there muſt be a Sovereign Authority, to which the 
ſeveral Members of the Community ſhall be ſubject: 
and in this Moral Conſtitution of Human Nature, 
tho' there are ſeveral inferior Principles, inveſted 
with different powers and ſerving different Ends, yet 
are they all of them Subordinate to the Supreme 
poverning Principle. 


the general Practice of the World; then we might 
3 doubt 


Had we no way of forming our udgment but from 
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doubt indeed, where to place this Supremacy, Or ra- 
ther, we ſhou'd readily aſſign it to the Paſſions ; and 
conclude without heſitation that the Divine Principle 
of Reaſon was meant only for their Vaſſal and Mini- 
ſter. But however frequent it may be to lodge the 
Power in wrong hands: yet, none who reflect, can 
doubt; none who are not abandon'd, and loſt to all 
Moral Senſe, can help feeling, where Nature hath 
fix'd the Seat of Authority. And if Reaſon, tho” too 
generally proſtituted to the Gratification of Appe- 
| tite, was not intended to obey, but to govern ; not 
to adminiſter to the Paſſions, but to regulate and 
reſtrain them ; then Natural Liberty is a Power of 
the Mind, which we may not uſe as we pleaſe ; but 
the more it is directed by the Superior Principle, the 
more agreeable will our Conduct be to the Recti- 
tude and Perfection of our Nature; Reaſon then 
maintains it's natural and undoubted Sovereignty 
againſt the Uſurpation of the Pafſions ; and we our- 
ſelves are moſt truly and properly Free. 
Whatever the Senſualiſt may think, or however he 
may affect to harangue upon Liberty, placing it in an 
unreſtrain'd Indulgence of every wild and irregular 
Appetite ; tis certain that not only Scripture, but 
Heathen Wiſdom inculcates far different Notions of 
it. By the light of Nature, Men of thought and 
improvement ſaw and lamented the Irregularities of 
the Moral World. They conſider'd every baſe or 
unjuſt Action, every irregular Indulgence of the 
Senſual Principle as an unnatural Incroachment up- 
on 
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on the Dominion of the Rational one ; and though 
unable to aſſign the Cauſe, or to point out the Re- 
medy of this Moral Diforder, they were, in general, 
ſenſible of it's Reality. The State of Corrupt Nature 
is in like manner repreſented in Scripture, as a State 
of the moſt painful Bondage and Servitude—as a 
Law in our Members, warring againſt the Law of our 
Minds, and bringing us into Captivity to the Law of 
Sin. To be releas'd from this Senſual Captivity ;' to 
be under the dominion of Reaſon, paying an uniform 
Obedience to the Divine Will, (which is the moſt per- 
fe& Reaſon) howſoever made known to us; to be in- 
clin'd by the beſt Motives, and do the thing which is 
Right, This is to be Free indeed. This is to be truly 
and properly he Sons of God. The more uniformly 
Men act up to this Character, the nearer approaches 
do they make towards the Perfection of their Su- 
preme Father, who is infinitely Free, and at the 
ſame time is invariably and neceſſarily determin'd 
by the Principles of perfect Rectitude, Holineſs, and 
Truth, el | 1 25 

If this be a juſt Account of Moral Freedom, we 
may advance a Step farther, and ſay, that an Enquiry 
whether the Goſpel be a Diſpenſation of Liberty, is 
in fact an Enquiry, whether it be a Diſpenſation of 
Purity and Righteouſneſs —a point confeſs d on all 
hands, —even in the Complaints of thoſe, who love 
and obey it leaſt. vs Tk ack 

But, where is the great Privilege (may the Li- 
bertine ſay) of being made ſubject to this Law of 

Righteouſneſs, 
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Righteouſneſs, without Ability to obſerve it ? A per- 
fect Syſtem of Duty may ſerve to convince Men of 
their Captivity; but can be of no Service to dege- 
nerate ſinful Creatures, in re- aſſerting their Rational 
Frecdom. The Goſpel, if it fails in this point, is not 
what it pretends to be ; it is the Spirit of Bondage 
wnto Fear : it is not the Spirit of Power, or of 
Love, or of Liberty. 

But Mercy and udgment have met together; 
Righteouſneſs and Peace have kiſſed each other. In 
this exalted Syſtem of Moral Conduct, we have all 
the Motives and Encouragements, all the Aids and 
Aſſiſtances, that are proper to influence and ſupport 
a Rational Nature. Our Hopes and Fears, the moſt 


active and powerful Springs of the Human Mind, are 
addreſs'd by the awful Sanctions of endleſs Happi- 


neſs and Miſery. The Weakneſſes of our Nature 


are, mercifully reliev'd, by more plentiful Communi- 
cations of the Divine Grace, and by the Proviſion 
made for the Acceptance of a penitent Return to 
Duty and Obedience, thro* the all- ſufficient Merits 
of One mighty to ſave. Theſe are the Gracious 
Terms of the Goſpel-Covenant, by which it ſtands 
oppos d, as a perfect Law of Liberty, to the unrelent- 
ing Conſtitution of the Natural, and to the painful 
Bondage of the Moſaical Law. The Liberty of it, 

in ſhort, conſiſts in a Freedom from the Power, and 


from the Penalties of Sin. It is a Liberty, admirably 


ſuited to the Circumſtances of Man, and to the Juſ- 


tice and Goodneſs of God: equally adapted to the 
Improvement 
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Improvement of our Rational, and to the Exigen- 
cies of our Weak and Degenerate Nature : irrecon- 
cileably repugnant to the Moral Slavery of Vice and 


Licentiouſneſs; but not ſevere to require the unat- 
tainable Heights of a ſinleſs Perfection. 


III. But if Evangelical Freedom . conſiſts in 
reſtoring the Superiority. of Reaſon, it's general 
Influence upon Human Conduct is obvious: it 
muſt have a natural Tendency to rectify and im- 
prove Men's behaviour in every Social Relation : it 
is equally friendly to the Moral and Civil Intereſts 
of Mankind. For Civil Relations are Moral Rela- 
tions. From the Nature and Circumſtances ot 
Mankind, it became neceſſary, that they ſhou'd form 
themſelves into Societies : but from Society, how- 
ever originally introduc'd and extended, reſults a re- 
gular Subordination of it's Members; wherein, ſome 
being commiſſion'd to govern, others are bound to 
obey. So that Government, as being neceſſary to 
Man's Social Nature, was the Ordinance of God ; 
and a Conduct beſt ſuited to the Ends of Govern- 
ment, in the Subje& and the Magiſtrate, became a 
point of Natural Duty. | 

_ Chriſtianity therefore, which ſuperſedes no one 
Natural Duty, cannot intend any ſuch Enlargement 
of Men's Civil Liberties, as wou'd break in upon 
Government. The Servant is not releas'd from his 
Servitude ; nor the Wife from her Subjection to 
her Huſband; nor the Subject from his Duty and 
| Allegiance 
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Allegiance to his' Governor. A Liberty of this 
kind, by unhinging Society and Government, muſt 
have ſadly verified, what our Bleſſed Saviour foretold 
as the accidental Conſequence of his appearance in 
the World, that he came not to bring Peace upon 
Earth, but a Sword : it cou'd not proceed from that 
Being who is a God of Order, and not of Confu- 
fion : it muſt have ended in the only worſe State 
than that of Civil Slavery —in Anarchy and wild 
Miſrule; and, by brutalizing Human Nature, in 
Moral Slavery too, And yet This (oppoſite as it is 
to the pacifick Spirit of Chriſtianity) was the Notion, 
ſoon adyanc'd and propagated of Chriſtian Liber- 
ty.—A:'Notion, which by alarming the Jealouſy and 
inflaming the Reſentment of the Civil Powers, in the 
Infancy of the Goſpel, might have prov'd fatal to it's 
Intereſts. St. Peter therefore earneſtly calls upon 
the Chriſtian Converts, by their own diſcreet and 
dutiful deportment, 10 put to Silence the Ignorance 
of ſuch fooliſh Men, who knew not what manner of 
Spirit they were of; tho” they were free, not zo w/e 
their Liberty as a Cloak of Maliciouſneſs, but as the 
Servants of God; to honour all Men; to love the 
Brotherhood; to fear God, honour the King. 

The Truth is, that Liberty (if by Liberty be per- 
verſely meant, a Right to diſobey a lawful Autho- 
rity) hath; no place in the Chriſtian Syſtem. Civil 
Subjection receives an additional, and that a moſt 
powerful Sanction from the Goſpel ; being expreſs ly 
bound upon Men, as every Duty indeed ultimately 
muſt be, by the Authority of God. The . 

| 0 call 
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call'd upon, to be faithful and dbeclient 6 to his: Maſ- 
ter, not with Eye-ſervice, as Men-p * but as the 
Servants of Chriſt. The Wife mu ſubmit herſelf 
unto her own huſhand, as unto the Lord. And every 
Soul muſt be Subject unto the higher powers, as unto 
the Ordinance of God. 

Equal proviſion is made too, for ſuitable returns 
of Love, and Gentleneſs, and Fatherly affection 
from thoſe inveſted with Authority. - Maſters muſt 
give unto their Servants that which is juſt and equal, 
knowing that themſelves alſo have a Maſter in Hea- 
ven. Huſbands muſt love their Wives, and not be 
bitter againſt them. And Rulers muſt not be a Ter- 
ror to good Works, but to the Evil. Such a Conduct, 
in ſhort, is required from every Station, as, if uni- 
formly purſued, wou'd maintain Harmony and Con- 
cord between the ſeveral Members of a Community. 
The Goſpel i is equally at variance with Slavery of 
every kind. The Liberty of it is not a Releaſe 
from the Laws of Morality; it is not a Privilege of 
ſpeaking Evil of Dignities, or of rebelling againſt 
Government and Civil Eſtabliſhments. But an uni- 
form adherence to the great Lines of Duty mark'd 
out to us in thoſe general-Precepts of rendering to 
all their Dues —T71bute to whom Tribute is due, Fear 
to whom Fear, Love to whom Love, Honour to whom 
Honour — wou'd ſecure to the Magiſtrate ſuch a 
Meaſure of Obedience, and to the Subject as much 
Civil Liberty, as, in the preſent State of things, is 
moſt t with our FOR ng and Happineſs. 


Farther 
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"Farther than this, Chriſtianity concerneth not it- 
felf, The Divine Author of it, by declaring his 
Kingdom to be not of this World, hath diſclaim'd the 
being a Ruler or a Fudge of Men's Civil Claims, ariſing 
from this or that Species of Government. The Great 
Errand He came upon, was, to reform Men's Hearts, 
and not to regulate the Policy of States or of King- 
doms ; or, in mixt Governments, to aſcertain the 
Boundaries of Prerogative and Privilege between the 
Prince and the People. Theſe were Particularities, 
to be determin'd by the Laws and Conſtitutions of 
each reſpective Community: They cou'd make no 
part of a Syſtem that was meant to be the One Reli- 
gion of all Mankind ; unleſs indeed that great Event, 
which ſhall one day be accompliſh'd in a Spiritual 
Senfe, had inſtantly taken place in a temporal one 
too ; and all the Kingdoms of the Earth had been 
equally of one Faith, and of one Form of Govern- 
ment. (5 

But ſtill, under any Form whatever of Human 
Polity, Chriſtianity, by mending the Hearts of Indi- 
viduals, wou'd give that Form the greateſt poſſible 
Advantage in fecuring Peace and Good Order; and 
wou'd, in general, produce the happieſt Change in 
the Political Intereſts of Mankind. It's Influence 
would be conſiderable, under the worſt of Conſtitu- 
tions :—happy had it been for Us who live under 
the beſt, if this gentle Spirit of the Goſpel had, upon 
all Occaſions, directed the Counſels of the ON 
and the Mighty of this World. By regulating all the 
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Selfiſh: and Turbulent, Aﬀections; it d have 


gone very far in preventing exorbitant Claims of eve- 
ry kind; and in caſe of Abuſes (as Abuſes muſt 
happen in the moſt perfect Syſtems of Human Poli- 
cy) it wou'd have A d, more Moderation. and 
Temper in reforming them. 1 
The melancholy Effects of the r Spirit 
were moſt ſeyerely felt in thoſe Times of Diſfraction, 
that preceded and follow d the Tien Event of 
this Day. | 

From falſe Principles of Scene, imbib 
from Education, cheriſh' d by Flattery, juſtified by 
ſome unfaithful Sages of the pig and anctified by 
ſome miſtaken Interpreters of the Goſpel ; Incroach- 
ments had been made upon the Rights of the Peo- 
ple: And ſuch Incroachments too, as, (after all al- 
lowances made, from the Genius of the Conſtitution 
at that time leſs favourable, than it now happily is, 
to popular Liberty) Candor and even Partiality muſt 
own to have been very grievous ones; and A to be 
by every ſober and diſpaſſionate method redreſs'd, 
and guarded againſt for the future. The O ppoſition 
therefore, that was made to theſe Incroachments by 
the few original Champions of Liberty, may, and 
muſt be allow d to, have been Meritorious. A Stand 
was to be made; or Civil Liberty might be no more. 
But, actuated as theſe firſt Oppoſers might be by a 
a Love of their Country ; how ſoon did Trey become 
the deluded Inſtruments of Men of another Com- 
plexion, whoſe determin LY aim was the Ruin of 


that 
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that Conſtitution, which Dey meant to defend; and 
whoſe wicked purpoſes and deeply laid deſigns cou'd 
not be brought to Maturity, but by keeping open 
and widening the Breach between the Prince and 
the People? In this diſtracted State of things the 
unhappy King, ſenſible of his Miſtakes * © refuſed 
not to paſs any one Bill for the Eaſe and Security of. 
his Subjects. And, if the Breach of Privilege 
had been greater than ever had been before offer'd, 
his Acknowledgements and Retractation had been 
greater than ever King had made.“ But all was to 
no purpoſe. No Power, leſs than that which illeth 
the Rage of the Sea, cou'd at this period have re- 
ſtrain'd the madneſs of the People, The Trumpet 
was every-where ſounded to Rebellion. The Voice 
of that Wiſdom from above, which is pure, peaceable, 
gewels, and eaſy to be entreated, was no longer to be 
eard in our Streets, or in our Senates —1it- was ba- 
niſh'd even from our Sanctuaries. And a Series of the 
moſt fierce and rancorous Oppoſition, of implacable 
Malice and Hatred, of rude and perſonal Inſolence to 
the Sovereign, of diſſimulation and falſehood, and 
every evil Work, were the Harbingers to Ruin, De- 
ſolation, and Bloodſhed. There were, literally, fe 
in one Houſe divided, three againſt two, and two 
againſt three; the Father divided againſt the Son, and 
the Son againſt the Father. For the puniſhment of 
this Land, Rebellion triumph'd over Virtue and 
Loyalty: And to give the laſt and finiſhing Stroke to 
| Lud Clarendon, p. 351. ® þ. 363. | | 
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expiring Liberty, ſuch a Scene was acted in the 
face of the World, after the infamous Pageantry of 
a Trial, as muſt for ever diſgrace the Annals of our 
Hiſtory. | | 
But far be it from me, to exceed the Calls of Duty, 
by dwelling upon thoſe wretched Days of Rebuke 
and of Blaſphemy; or but to ſeem from thence to take 
Occaſion of raking into the Aſhes of our infatuated 
Forefathers, and of ſetting thoſe Wounds a bleeding 
afreſh, which Time ſhou'd long ſince have heal'd. 
Better will it become Us, and we ſhall better anſwer 
the Intentions -of Government in the Appointment 
and Continuance of this Solemnity ; if, from re- 
viewing the Cauſes and Principles which brought 
on this ſad Cataſtrophe, and the fatal Conſequences 
that aroſe from it, we are led to guard our own 
Hearts with all diligence; to ſearch and ſee, whe- 
ther or not, there be, at any time, in any of us, a 
Spirit of Petulance and Frowardneſs towards our Su- 
periors; a proneneſs to diſcontent, and clamour, and 
evil ſpeaking, upon every real, or ſuppos'd Error in 
Government; and by ſuppreſſing theſe beginnings 
of Strife, and reforming each the Plague of his own 
Heart, to endeavour that our National Character 
may, in theſe reſpects, be chang'd for the better. 
A proſtitution of the Sacred Name of Liberty to 
the baſe purpoſes of private Intereſt and Ambition, 
was, by the juſt judgment of Providence, puniſh'd 
by a real deprivation of it, in ſuch a Series of Op- 
preſſion, under various Species of Tyranny growing 
| out 
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wut. of each other, as no other Nation ever experi- 
enc'd in the ſame compals of Time. Be it our Care, 
to grow wiſe from the Sins, and from the Sufferings 
of our Fathers | Being made whole, let us fin no more ; 
nor want to be again awaken'd, by a Time of Danger 
and Diſtreſs, to a Senſe of our National Advantages, 
of that Peace and Tranquillity, that Free Conſti- 
tution and Government which we enjoy, under a 
moſt virtuous and amiable Sovereign. 

The Account given, by the noble Hiſtorian, of 
the times immediately preceding thoſe of Confuſion, 
is, that this Country had been bleſſed with a Series of 
uncommon Proſperity. But the Tranſition, we ſee, 
from Health and Vigour to Sickneſs and Death, in 
the Political as well as in the Natural Body, may be 
inſtantaneous and momentary.—That We, and our 
Poſterity, may learn to apply this alarming Truth, 
from the Experience of paſt Ages only, is a Prayer 
that can, at no time, be offer d up unſeaſonably by 
every real Lover of his Country. 
To conclude, by taking in all that concerns us as 
Men, or as Engliſhmen By the good Providence 
of God in his general Scheme of Redemption, and 
by many particular Inſtances of his Goodneſs to this 
Church and Nation — by /e Spirit of the Lord, we 
have been call'd unto Liberty, unto Moral, Civil, 
and Religious Liberty. But a State of Moral Li- 
berty is not a State of irreſiſtible Grace; nor is Civil 
or Religious Freedom unforfeitable. We may vo- 


luntarily deprive ourſelves of the former, thro' our 
3 own 
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own fault; the others we may judicially loſe, for 


our puniſhment. Let us therefore take heed unto 


Ourſelves, by a conduct worthy of that Holy Voca- 


tion wherewith we are call'd ; by a zealous attach- 


ment to our happy Conſtitution; and by an affec- 

tionate Loyalty to our Prince, who is, under God, 
the Defence and Support of it ; left by an Abuſe of 
our Liberty, we provoke our Heavenly Father to 
withdraw the moſt valuable of his Bleſſings from 


us, .and finally guench the Spirit of the Lord. 
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